
Welcome from 
the Dean of 
Graduate Studies

Fáiltiú ón Déan 
an Léinn 
Iarchéime



This Session

The University

Your School

The Office of the Dean of Graduate Studies

The Structured PhD

The Postgraduate Renewal Programme



Are you registered for a taught or a research 
degree?
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What is your country of residence? 
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Our global student community - >6,000 students



Why did you chose to study at Trinity?
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How are you feeling about being back in 
university?

##/## Question slideJoin at: vevox.app ID: 192-045-690



How are you feeling about being back in 
university?

##/## Results slideJoin at: vevox.app ID: 192-045-690



University

AHSS

Business English SSP

STEM

Engineering Physics

HS

Medicine N&M

12 Schools: 
• Business; 
• Creative Arts; 
• Education; 
• English; 
• History & Humanities; 
• Languages, Literature & Cultural Studies; 
• Law; 
• Linguistic, Speech & Communication Sciences; 
• Psychology; 
• Religion, Theology, & Peace Studies; 
• Social Science & Philosophy; 
• Social Work & Social Policy. 

6 Schools: 
• Biochemistry & Immunology; 
• Chemistry;  
• Computer Science & Statistics; 
• Engineering; 
• Genetics & Microbiology; 
• Mathematics; 
• Natural Sciences; 
• Physics

4 Schools: 
• Dental Science
• Medicine
• Nursing & Midwifery
• Pharmacy & 

Pharmaceutical 
Sciences

Trinity’s Triple I commitment: Interdisciplinary, International, Intersectoral
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Director of Postgraduate Teaching and Learning
• Coordinator of PhD/Research Students

• Course Office 
  

    Supervisor(s)
  Thesis committee*

  Research group

School Appeal Committee
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University
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Business English SSP

STEM

Engineering Physics
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Medicine N&MSchools

Dean of Graduate Studies
Graduate Studies Office

Postgraduate 
Advisory 

Support Service

Academic 
Registry 

Global 
Engagement

DisAbility 
Services 



https://www.tcd.ie/graduatestudies/ 

https://www.tcd.ie/graduatestudies/


genadgso@tcd.ie 

mailto:genadgso@tcd.ie




Finding information…

• Local School handbook

• Course Director

• Research supervisor

• Thesis committee

• Director of PG Teaching & Learning

• Head of School

• Dean of Graduate Studies 

Postgraduate Advisory 
Support Service

Students’ Union
Aontas Mac Léinn









• https://hea.ie/assets/uploads/2023/02/Nation
al-Framework-for-Doctoral-Education-2023.pdf 

https://hea.ie/assets/uploads/2023/02/National-Framework-for-Doctoral-Education-2023.pdf
https://hea.ie/assets/uploads/2023/02/National-Framework-for-Doctoral-Education-2023.pdf




➢Research at its core

➢Supported by taught 
elements

➢Structured according to 
deadlines and gateway 
stages



Key elements to plan for

• Agree thesis committee membership
• How is the thesis committee going to work for 

you?

• Know your credit requirements! (min 10ECTS, max 
30ECTS; CA7000)

• Annual progress review report

• Confirmation process (at 18 months for FT)

• Supervision

• Teaching and learning activities

• Break time!



28

NEW! 
Research 
Supervision 
Agreement

https://www.tcd.ie/graduatestudies/students/research/supervision/ 

https://www.tcd.ie/graduatestudies/students/research/supervision/


Figure 6

The road to a thesis

Citation: Video Journal of Education and Pedagogy 4, 2 (2019) ; 
10.1163/23644583-bja10002

Annual progression
Confirmation process

https://doi.org/10.1163/23644583-bja10002


Oisín Joyce, 

PhD Candidate,

School of 
Medicine







Figure 4

Coming apart

Citation: Video Journal of Education and Pedagogy 4, 2 (2019) ; 
10.1163/23644583-bja10002

https://doi.org/10.1163/23644583-bja10002
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Maximizing 
your success

Plan your time

Familiarize yourself with the regulations

Read the handbook!

Academic integrity

Seek support

Top Tips Survival Guide



Bumps in the Road

• Try to be proactive

• Make requests (e.g., Off Books) 
through your course director, or 
your supervisor

• Remember the DTLPG – the next 
source of help within your School

• Students Union



And 
finally….

Enjoy and exploit the 
opportunity

Let us know how to improve

Postgraduate 
renewal programme

Email 
communication



• Share your feedback 
(pgrenewal@tcd.ie) 

• Join our student consultation 
forum
• Signal your availability

• Hourly paid rate for assisting us

• (pgrenewal@tcd.ie)

• Respond to our surveys/queries!

Postgraduate Renewal Programme
2024-25

mailto:pgrenewal@tcd.ie
mailto:pgrenewal@tcd.ie


Thank You, Míle Buíochas
Go n’eirí libh!
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